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Dixie Ferguson Memorial 

Scholarship Endowment Agreement 

An ENDOWMENT AGREEMENT, entered into on November 27, 2023, between Thomas E. Ferguson 

("Donor") and the Northwest Florida State College Foundation ("Foundation"), a non-profit, 501(c)(3) 

corporation, establishing an endowment to be held, managed and used by the Foundation for the benefit 

of scholarships at Northwest Florida State College ("College"). 

A. Endowment to be Established

The Foundation shall establish the Dixie N. Ferguson Memorial Scholarship Endowment

("Endowment"), pursuant to the terms of this Agreement and Foundation policies adopted by the 

Board of Directors. The Endowment shall be classified as a permanent endowment with assets 

held and managed for investment and appropriation for purposes described below. Approval of 

this endowment is required by the Foundation Board and the Board of Trustees.

B. Background

BACKGROUND AND BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION

With a career in nursing, healthcare administration, and nursing education, Dixie Ferguson was 

dedicated to excellence in patient care. Dixie graduated from Indiana University School of 

Nursing and moved to Northwest Florida in the late 1960s. She worked in the Emergency Room 

at the now HCA FWB-Destin Hospital for many years until she decided to expand her skills with 

a Masters in Health Administration from the University of Alabama Birmingham. On her return 

to Florida, she assumed leadership roles at the White-Wilson Medical Clinic, expanding the 

facility and ensuring the highest standards of care. After a decade in administration, Dixie 

returned to her true passion delivering direct patient care in the Emergency Room. She worked at 

HCA FWB-Destin until her retirement from nursing. During her tenure in the Emergency Room, 

Dixie helped establish the NWFSC School of Nursing and was a member of the founding faculty. 

After retiring from nursing, Dixie transitioned to teaching. She loved the role of educator, and 

shared her expertise with the next generation of nurses. Dixie retired from education in 2020, 

leaving a legacy of knowledge throughout the region.

Dixie's family wishes to honor her dedication to her patients and her students with a scholarship 

that supports and encourages students to follow Dixie's example: deliver the highest standards of 

care with warmth and empathy. 
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C. Transfer of Assets

The Endowment shall be established upon transfer and acceptance by the Foundation of donated 

assets totaling $15,000. All contributions to this Endowment are irrevocable gifts and shall 

become the property of the Foundation.

D. Purpose of Endowment

At the direction of the Foundation, the Dixie N. Ferguson Memorial Scholarship Endowment's 

payout shall be utilized exclusively for the following purposes: 

The Dixie N. Ferguson Memorial Scholarship Endowment will provide scholarship 

support for nursing students enrolled at Northwest Florida State College. First year award 

recipients will be eligible for a renewal award, pending verification that they maintained 

a 2.5 GP A in the previous award year and available funding. 
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Approved by: 

DONOR 

Thomas E. Ferguson 
\.\ /-z...1 /2..-3 T i 

Date 

NORTHWEST FLORIDA STATE COLLEGE FOUNDATION 

Alan Wood
Chair, Northwest Florida State College Foundation 

ATTEST 

Chris Stowers 

Executive Director 

Date 

Date 
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]OSEPH W. PURKA
7O5 BAYWTND DRIYE

N tcEvtLLE, FLoRroa 3 25 7A-44O,
450.974,749t

'WPURKA@GNAIL.CON

November 9, 2023

Mr. Chris Stowers, Executive Director
Northwest Florida State College Foundation
100 College Blvd. East
Niceville, Florida 32578

Dear Chris,

Enclosed is a check in the amount of Three Hundred Seventy Thousand
Dollars ($370,000.00). The following ls from the Codicil to the Last Will
and Testament of Lars E. Runar:

4.4 I devise all the residue of my estate, but expressly excluding any
property over which I have power of appointment, to the NORTHWEST
FLORIDA SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA and NORTHWEST FLORIDA STATE
COLLEGE ART GALLERY, in such shares and / or amounts as my personal
Representative shall determine, in his sole discretion, based on my desires
and intentions as I have communicated them to him.

His desires (both written and oral) were as follows:

The remainder shall be divided between the Northwest Florida State College
Art Gallery to fund an annual photographic arts display and the Northwest
Florida Symphony Orchestra to fund annual concerts.

Since he didn't know how much would be remaining, he didn't specify
amounts or percentages although in discussions with him, he indicated
somewhere between $100,000 and 9125,000 for the Art Gallery and the
remainder for the Orchestra.

I look forward to your expressed plans for the utilization of this gift.

Sincerely,

7^C1-
,tU

Executor

cc: Jeanette Shires
l. Wren Supak

Lars E. Runar Estate




